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were fined is. 6d.; for being late, refusing to answer
the roll-call,, or leaving the meeting before it closed,
9^. This articulation of the state into the little
sovereignties of towns, with its resultant benefits,
lies at the basis of American Democracy. Among
no people in the world, perhaps, according to their
population, have so many persons, for the last three
hundred years, engaged in governing as here. Our
town records show a little of this work; but the
amount of human mind and energy which have gone
into managing local affairs, and still continue, is
something wonderful. It"was the practice in politics
of the individualism of Protestantism, and a good ex-
ample of its capacity to mould men into good citi-
zens. The colonial government insisted .on schools
and churches wherever they could be had ; and no-
where, according to the population, have there been
more. They were the first to enroll the militia.
They set everybody to do something, while tramps
and vagabonds were at a frightful discount. In
short, they brought up the people to be industrious,
intelligent, religious, thrifty, self-reliant, and created
a citizenship more than Spartan in its energy and
permanency. Social life and manners here might
have been or may be lacking some tenderness or
elegance to be found elsewhere, but nowhere was or
is there more of the clominancy and mastership which
insures economic successes than here.

At first only church-members were citizens ; and
until a change was made which included all really
responsible people in political equality, the Puritanscharter traces are found of that did not leave his truth (as  Increase and Gotton  Mather,d have hung as well ase., Saturday night] might be prevented. I saidtaste
